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Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 3 - Autumn Newsletter 

Welcome to Year 3! We hope you have had a lovely break and the children are excited to be back! 

The Year 3 team has been very busy planning for the return to school and we are really excited to be back in the 
classroom. We wanted to share with you the fantastic things we are going to be doing this half-term.  

Curriculum Information 

• English  

In English this half-term, we will be reading ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura. Travelling back in time 20,000 years, 
we will discover what life as a caveman was like through the eyes of a little boy. The children will use their prediction 
and inference skills to discuss the book and work out what is happening in the text. We will then create a set of 
instructions on how to undertake a prehistoric activity and re-write the story through a different perspective! For this 
children will work on using expanded noun phrases, inverted commas and a wider range of conjunctions to extend 
sentences. 

After the half-term break, we will be reading ‘Fox’ by Margaret Wild and use our narrative skills and knowledge of 
letter structures to write to one of the main characters in the text. We will then write a non-chronological report all 
about foxes. For this children will work on writing detailed paragraphs, use interesting sentence openers and a wider 
range of conjunctions to extend sentences. 

Maths 

In Maths, we will be focusing on number and place value of numbers to 1000. Children will work on building a secure 
understanding of hundreds, tens and ones, find 1, 10, 100 more or less than a number as well as compare and order 
numbers. Once children have a secure understanding, we will move on to our addition and subtraction unit. Children 
will learn how to add and subtract mentally as well as through using the column method. We will be looking closely at 
exchanging and regrouping. 

After the half-term break, children will be learning how to represent multiplication in groups, answer multiplication 
questions and solve word problems. Similarly, the children will be learning about sharing equally and how to answer 
division questions and word problems involving sharing or dividing.  

Science  

In Science this half-term, we will be studying Light. We will begin by looking at what light actually is and what different 
light sources are. We will also look at what reflections is, how mirrors work as well as how shadows are formed. We 
will then move onto our Forces and Magnets topic to discover how magnets attract and repel and the movement of 
magnetic objects.   
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Topic  

In History, we will be learning all about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. We will first look at a timeline to learn 
key dates and move on to the significance of each time period.  

In Geography, we will be learning about key aspects of human geography including land use. We will also use our 
knowledge of the local area to create our own maps.   

In D&T we will be researching how houses changed during the Stone Age. We will then design, make and evaluate our 
Stone Age home. Children will apply their knowledge of how to strengthen structures and use a computer aided design 
(CAD) app called Tinkercad. Meanwhile, in Art, we will be studying the work of the artist Georgia O’Keeffe and will 
experiment with a variety of techniques to replicate her iconic style.   

In Music, we will be studying ‘African Animals’ and focussing on sequences of sound, rhythm and notation, traditional 
African songs, rhythms based on ‘call and response’ and dynamics. 

In Computing, we will be focussing on learning about computer networks. Children will develop their understanding 
of digital devices, focussing on inputs, processes, and outputs. They will then be introduced to computer networks 
that include other devices, such as routers and switches. 

In PSHE children will be learning about the importance of being themselves. In this unit, we will be identifying positive 
things about ourselves, discuss the importance of rules and learn about making responsible choices. 

In RE we will be looking at Christianity with our key question being, ‘What do Christians learn from the creation story?’ 
We will look at the creation story and discuss the key concepts, focussing on making connections with the Bible’s Big 
Story. 

• Homework Expectations 

Children are required to read daily, but record on Go Read (online) at least 3 times a week, as part of their homework 
to improve their basic reading skills. Children have access to logins for Go Read, Serial Mash and Epic. They also need 
to practice their weekly spellings which will be given out on a Friday. In addition, children should be practising their 3, 
4 and 8 times tables to enhance their mental maths abilities. All children have a login for Purple Mash, Spelling Shed 
and TT Rockstars to further support their learning. 

As always, we would like to thank you for your continued support. Please remember we have an open-door policy and 
value the relationships we have with our families so do come and see us if you have any comments/concerns.  

Kind regards 

The Year 3 team 

 


