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Dear Parents/Carers 

Year 3 - Autumn 2 Newsletter 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a lovely break.  

The Year 3 team has been very busy planning for the return to school and we are really excited to be back in the 
classroom. We wanted to share with you the fantastic things we are going to be doing this half-term.  

Curriculum Information 

• English  

In English this half-term, we will begin with a SPaG revision week to enhance our foundations for writing. We will then 
be reading ‘Fox’ by Margaret Wild; a text with an interesting and unusual format. The storyline is based on friendship 
and betrayal and the children will be using their narrative skills and knowledge of letter structures to write to one of 
the main characters in the text.  

• Maths 

In Maths, we will be focusing on addition and subtraction as well as multiplication and division. In addition and 
subtraction, children will be building on what they learnt before half-term. They will discover how to add and subtract 
two 3 digit numbers when crossing 10, estimate answers and build on their reasoning and problem solving skills. For 
multiplication and division, children will learn how to represent multiplication in groups, answer multiplication 
questions and solve word problems. Similarly, the children will be learning about sharing equally as well as how to 
answer division questions and word problems involving sharing or dividing. It is important that children fluently know 
their division facts matching the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables. 

• Science  

In Science this half-term, we will look be investigating ‘Forces and Magnets’ with a focus on forces, friction and 
magnetic attraction. The children will learn about forces in the context of pushing and pulling, and will identify 
different actions as pushes or pulls. They will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate friction, by exploring 
the movement of a toy car over different surfaces and will conduct an investigation into the strength of different types 
of magnet. The children will also have an opportunity to explore the way magnetic poles can attract and repel. 

• Topic  

In Geography, we will be learning about land use – a key aspect of human geography. Using their knowledge of the 
local area, the children will be creating their own simple sketch maps to illustrate important local features. We will 
also utilise a geographic information system (GIS) to consider land use in rural and urban areas in the UK and discover 
how land is used for different types of farming.   
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In Art, we will be studying a different UK artist each week and experimenting with a variety of techniques to replicate 
their iconic styles. Our featured artists showcase the best of British talent both historically and from the present day, 
ranging from William Morris in the 1800s to Stoke-on-Trent born Clarice Cliff in the 1900s and Anthony Gormley and 
Bridget Riley who are still producing art today.  

In Music, we will be listening to and appraising a variety of musical styles and songs and learning to sign ‘Let Your Spirit 
Fly’, and R&B song by Joanna Mangona. We will also be learning how to sign some festive songs and look forward to 
sharing these with you in December.    

In Computing, we will be coding on Purple Mash. We will look at key vocabulary, understand what algorithms are, 
explore program design and put computational thinking into practice. 

In PSHE we will be learning about celebrating differences. In this unit, we will look at how we are all different, how we 
have different families, understand what conflicts are and know what bullying means.  

In RE we will be looking at Christianity with our key question being, ‘Has Christmas lost its true meaning?’ We will look 
at what Christmas means to Christians, retell the Nativity story and make links with belief and celebrations. 

 

• Homework Expectations 

Children are required to read daily, but record in planners at least 3 times a week, as part of their homework to 
improve their basic reading skills. They also need to practice their weekly spellings which will be given out on a Friday. 
In addition, children should be practising their 3, 4 and 8 times tables to enhance their mental maths abilities. All 
children have a login for Purple Mash, Spelling Shed and TT RockStars to further support their learning. 

As always, we would like to thank you for your continued support.  Please remember we have an open door policy and 
value the relationships we have with our families so do come and see us if you have any comments/concerns.  

Kind regards 

The Year 3 team 

 


